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Water is a very powerful force and
should never be underestimated!

Flood

Safety & Products

Lacey Spring area (Morgan County) , December 2004

Types of Flood Watches and Warnings
Issued by the National Weather Service
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information

Watches

FLASH FLOOD WATCH - issued when conditions are
favorable for flash flooding (sudden short-term flooding that
lasts less than 6 hours). This includes floods from dam or
levee failures.

FLOOD WATCH - issued when conditions are favorable for
long-duraton flooding (longer than 6 hours). This includes
river flooding.

Warnings

FLASH FLOOD WARNING - issued when flooding occurs or
is imminent within 6 hours of the event.

FLOOD WARNING - issued when flooding occurs or is
imminent and is expected to persist for more than 6 hours.

RIVER FLOOD WARNING - issued when a flood is occurring
or expected to occur near streams, rivers, lakes, or
reservoirs.
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